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Application/Control Number: Page 2 

09/897,775 

Art Unit: 3693 

DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is in response to communication filed Aug 2, 2007. 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

Invention I: Claims 1-5, 7-25, 27-45, 47-60 is directed to a method for processing 
a financial transaction by determining merchant risk. 

Invention II: Claims 6, 26, 46, 61-66 is directed to a method for processing a 
financial transaction by determining product risk particular consumer emergency. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different designs, 
modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant case, 
method for processing a financial transaction by determining merchant risk (Invention I) 
is not used with method for processing a financial transaction by determining product 
risk particular consumer emergency (Invention II) and they have very different effects. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not required 
because the inventions have acquired a separate status in the art due to their 
recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

Per the telephone conversation on November 30, 2007 the attorney elected over 
the phone Invention II. This is noted on the fax dated December 3, 2007 as follows: 
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Art Unit: 3693 

Withdrew: 1-5, 8-25, 28-45, 48-60 
Cancelled: 7, 27, 47, 62, 64 & 66 
Amended: 6, 26, 46, 61, 63 & 65 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claim 1-5, 

7- 25, 28-45, 48-60 directed to Invention I non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, 
claim 7-25, 28-45, 48-60 been cancelled. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
An examiner's amendment to the record appears in the attached fax dated 
December 3, 2007. Should the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, 
an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of 
such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
attorney, Joseph E Palys on November 30, 2007. 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claim 1-5, 

8- 25, 28-45, 48-60 directed to Invention I non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, 
claim 1-5, 8-25, 28-45, 48-60 been canceled. 

Reasons for Allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art fails to teach or suggest the limitation of independent claims. The 
Applicant has claims a credit/debit card processing system where approval is based on 
the merchants credit risk threshold. 
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Independent claim 6 discloses a method for managing financial transaction 
determining merchant type, credit risk are compared to threshold values for approval 
and product risk particular consumer emergency. 

Independent claim 26 discloses a computer system for managing financial 
transaction determining merchant type, credit risk are compared to threshold values for 
approval and product risk particular consumer emergency. 

Independent claim 46 discloses a system for managing financial transaction 
determining merchant type, credit risk are compared to threshold values for approval 
and product risk particular consumer emergency. 

Independent claim 61 discloses a method for managing financial transaction 
determining product risk particular consumer emergency. 

Independent claim 63 discloses a computer system for managing financial 
transaction determining product risk particular consumer emergency. 

Independent claim 65 discloses a system for managing financial transaction 
determining product risk particular consumer emergency. 

The following prior art references have been deemed most relevant to the 
allowed claim(s): 

Demoff et al. (US Pat. 6,456,984) teaches a credit approval system including 
customer numbers and merchant/ vendor data. This invention is intended to minimize 
any potential fraud or theft by having a transaction number that is valid for a requested 
transaction. 
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Art Unit: 3693 

Templeton et al. (US Pat. 5,679,940) teaches a credit acceptance system 
including off-line terminal approvals. The host computer applies a risk scoring algorithm 
including merchant information. 

Claims 6, 26, 46, 61 . 63 & 65, are allowed because Demoff et al. and Templeton 
et. al. as discussed above as the Closest Prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a 
method of product credit risk assessment in particular determining whether the 
product is associated with at least one of consumer emergency and consumer 
necessity and allocating a low credit risk for these products . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kirsten S. Apple whose telephone number is 
571.272.5588. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-6126. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ksa 



Continuation Sheet (PTOL-37) Application No. 09/897,775 



Continuation of Attachment(s) 9. Other; attorney fax w/examiners amendment. 



2 



P. 01 




FINNECAN 
HENDERSON 
FARABOW 
GARRETT St 
DUNNERttl 
MaiUHP""* *""""" 
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Two Freedom Square - 11955 Freedom Dnve - Reston,VA 201*0 w ^, fmn e 6 ar,corn 



TO 

Name: Examiner Kristen S. Apple 
Company: USPTO Art Unit 3693 
Fax Number: 571-273-5588 
Subject: Apn. No. 09/897,775 



FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL 

Date: December 3, 2007 
Phone Number: 571-272-5588 
Total Pages (including cover) : 1 9 
Confirmation Copy to Follow: N 



FROM 

Name: Joseph E. Palys Verified by: JP 

PhoneNumber: 571-203-2713 OurFileNo, 05793.3068 



MESSAGE 
Examiner Apple: 



Further to our telephone conversation, attached is a courtesy copy of claims for ^^ aUon 
»r's amendment and restriction reqvurernen. As diseased th^at* hed 
A/K listing provides a listing of proposed amended clauns/26 46, 61, 63 «md 65, ^ el ^ la !^_ b 
c/XK^ -1 27*55. 62, 64, and 66, and, based on the restriction rZqmrement, withdrawn chums ^ g 

^ >45 ' 48 - 6 °- U ^ * 

Applicants intend to file a divisional application to pursue the withdrawn claims. 



Regards^ 
Joseph Palys 




If there is a problem with this transmission, notify the sender at the number above. 

Th* facsimile is intended only for the individual to whom it is addressed ^^^^"SlX!^ 
mail to the above address. 
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1. ^ (v$&!k) A method for managing a financial transaction associated 
with a financial account, wherein the transaction would cause an outstanding balance of 
the financial account to exceed a credit limit, the method comprising: 

determining a merchant type for a merchant which is a party to the transaction: 
determining a merchant credit risk associated with the determined merchant type: 
comparing the merchant credit risk to a threshold value defining an acceptable 
credit risk; and 

approving the transaction based on the comparison of the merchant credit risk 
with the threshold value. 

2. jjSwra4i) The method of claim 1 . further comprising the step of: 
determining whether to contact a party to the transaction to obtain information 

concerning the transaction for use in determining a end! risk associated with the 

transaction. 

3. (wlth^^fhe method of claim 2, wherein the step of determining 



whether to contact a party to the transaction further comprises: 

determining whether the potential transaction is an emergency transaction; and 
approving the potential transaction when the contacted party indicates that the 

transaction is an emergency transaction. 

4. (^ithg^wnTfhe method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
approving the potential transaction based on a determination that declining the 
potential transaction would cause inconvenience to a holder of the financial account. 
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5. Wjpto^Tte method of claim 2, wherein the step of determin.ng 
whether to contact a party to the transaction further comprises: 

allowing a credit analyst to determine whether to approve the. potential 
transaction when the credit analyst is available. 

6. (Amended) T^^he4^^^^or o ompri ri n gf- 

r thnrl fnr m-r~f~l - transaction assgcjaledwi^^ 

account^^^ 

g ^,.nt to excP ^ « r.^ii limit, the method comprising: 

inim, i mrrrhnntlyr— ^^hlch is a P a_rtyJoJheJr g ^^ 

H^rmminn » merchant credjU jskass oni.ted with the determine djrwchaj^ 
determining a type of product associated with the transaction; 
determining a credit risk associated with the transaction based on the determined 
type of product associated with the transaction , ^h.rrin th* determining the credit risk 
associated with the tre ^rtinn includes:* 

H^smn g whether «■» P mri,ict is associated with at least one of a 
^n.nnw ftmeroency *"ri a consumer necessity,* and. 

..m^n n * low cred " *» thr. nroduct when the product is determined , 
^ ^ ^ith a t least o n P o f a cons umer Pmprnoncy and a consumer . 

necessity ; 

comparing the merchant credit risk to a threshold value defining an acceptable 
credit risk; 

comparing the product credit risk associated with the threshold value; and 
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approving the transaction ™ m papsn n nfWm <*d» risk 

- M|1 H.»»^n MM d,» and based the comparison of the detained product credft risk 
with the threshold value. 

7. (Canceled) The method of claim 6, wherein determining the credit risk 
associated with the transaction further comprises: 

determining whether the product is associated with at least one of a consumer 
emergency and a consumer necessity: and 

allocating a low credit risk to the product when the product is determined to be 
associated with at least one of a consumer emergency and a consumer necessity. 

8. ^^nhe method of claim 1 , wherein the step of determining a 

merchant credit risk further comprises: 

determining a low merchant credit risk for merchant types corresponding to at 
least one of a restaurant, a grocery store, and a fuel dispenser. 

9. f^Sm^H The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of determining a 

merchant credit risk further comprises: 

determining a low merchant credit risk for merchant types corresponding to 
merchants associated with a historically low occurrence of fraud. 
/ <Qa (A 

10. (WWSMT The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of determining a 
merchant credit risk further comprises: 

determining a low merchant credit risk for merchant types corresponding to 
merchants offering products deemed to be of an essential nature to a consumer. 
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1 1 . (UUiWr^The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of determining a 

merchant credit risk further comprises: 

determining a high merchant credit risk for merchant types corresponding to at 
least one of mail order merchants, telephone order merchants, and Internet order 
merchants. 

12. (wS^ The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of determining a 

merchant credit risk further comprises: 

determining a high merchant credit risk for merchant types corresponding to 
merchants associated with a historically high occurrence of fraud. 

13. (WjjW^nf f he method of claim 1 , wherein the step of approving the 

potential transaction further comprises: 

increasing the credit limit by an amount equal to at least a value associated with 

the transaction. 

1 4. O^itho^iw^The method of claim 1 , wherein the credit limit is known to 
the holder of the financial account. 

1 5. The method of claim 1 , wherein the credit limit is unknown to 
the holder of the financial account. 

1 6. (VVrthS)a^^h5method of claim 1 , wherein the financial account is a 
credit card account. 

LUr\(Ad 

1 7. (vyitWrSwn) The method of claim 1 , further composing: 
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declining the potential transaction if the potential transaction plus the outstanding 

balance exceeds the credit limit by a predetermined amount. 

• } 

18. Mhdi^) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
adjusting the merchant credit risk based on a time of day the transaction is 

requested. 

19. ^ma^!rn» method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

adjusting the merchant credit risk based on the medium in which the customer is 
making the transaction. 

20. ^Sldlt^^m method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

adjusting the merchant credit risk based on an account history of the customer 
making the transaction. 

21 . J^dTa^) Computer for managing a financial transaction associated 
with a financial account, wherein the transaction would cause an outstanding balance of 
the financial account to exceed a credit limit, the computer comprising: 

a memory having programming instructions; and 
a processor, responsive to the programming instructions, configured to: 
determine a merchant type for a merchant which is a party to the 

transaction; 

determine a merchant credit risk associated with the determined merchant 

type; 
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compare 



the merchant credit risk to a threshold value defining an 



acceptable credit risk; and 

approve the transaction based on the comparison of the merchant credit 

risk with the threshold value. 

22. vm^Tfi computer of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further 

configured to: 

determine whether to contact a party to the transaction to obtain information 
concerning the transaction for use in determining a credit risk associated with the 

transaction. 



(Wmsfa^n) The c 



23. (Wrthdfawn) Tne computer of claim 22, wherein determining whether to 
contact a party to the transaction further includes: 

determining whether the potential transaction is an emergency transaction; and 
approving the potential transaction when the contacted party indicates that the 
transaction is an emergency transaction. 

24. 

configured to: 

approve the potential transaction based on a determination that declining the 
potential transaction would cause inconvenience to a holder of the financial account. 

25. jXlt^^Th^computer of claim 22. wherein determining whether to 
contact a party to the transaction further includes: 



The computer of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further 



PAGE 7/19 ' RCVD AT 12/312007 1 1 16:22 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/30 * DNIS:2735588 * CSID: ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-08 



DEC-03-2007 MON 11:16 AM FR FINNEGAN HENDERSON FAX NO. 



allowing a credit analyst to determine whether to approve the potential 
transaction when the credit analyst is available. 

26. (Amended) :H*-*0mp^^ 
c onfigured t ei 

, rnmri ,w^ ma n 9 1 inn a financial transaction associated with a financial 

^,.nt the — ' «" Pending balance^fJheJjn^ndaL 

account to exc^ri a credit lim * th* computer comprising : 

a mp.morv ha^ ng program me instructions: and 

n rn ~,^r .oc pnn ft iv e to t ^ prng mmmlna instructions configured to: 
H^rmi™ * mercha "' ^ fnr a merchant which is a party to the 

transaction; 

A^m* » merchant H«k related with the determined merchant . 

type: 

determine a type of product associated with the transaction; 
determine a credit risk associated with the transaction based on the 
determined type of product associated with the transaction, hy determining 

^ pmH, , rt is assoc '^H with at least one of a cons. ,mer emergency 
ini , .o^sitv. and all ocat i ng a low credit risk to the product when 

^ r ^i.u4 H«temilnad to h» stated with at least one of a consumer 
fimeraencv a""" a consu mRr necessity. 

mmnare the mer ** «"* credit risk to a threshold value defining an . 

arro ptahle credit risk: 

compare the product credit risk associated with the threshold value; and 
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approve the transaction bajedonjh^^ 
rH ^h^m value and based the comparison of the determined 

product credit risk with the threshold value. 

27. (Canceled) The computer of claim 26, wherein determining the credit risk 
associated with the transaction further includes: 

determining whether the product is associated with at least one of a consumer 
emergency and a consumer necessity; and 

allocating a low credit risk to the product when the product is determined to be 
associated with at least one of a consumer emergency and a consumer necessity. 

28. mH^M^ computer of claim 21 . wherein determining a merchant 

credit risk further includes: 

determining a low merchant credit risk for merchant types corresponding to at 
least one of a restaurant, a grocery store, and a fuel dispenser. 



29. (Wjj^wT^computer of claim 21 . wherein determining a merchant 

credit risk further includes: 

determining a low merchant credit risk for merchant types corresponding to 
merchants associated with a historically low occurrence of fraud. 

^computer of claim 21 . wherein determining a merchant 




30. (Withe 
credit risk further includes: 

determining a low merchant credit risk for merchant types corresponding to 
merchants offering products deemed to be of an essential nature to a consumer. 
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Q6 , 

31 . ^drawn)The computer of claim 21 . wherein determining a merchant 

credit risk further includes: 

determining a high merchant credit risk for merchant types corresponding to at 
of mail order merchants, telephone order merchants, and Internet order 




32. (Wi!R3iwn)The computer of claim 21 , wherein determining a merchant 

credit risk further includes: 

determining a high merchant credit risk for merchant types corresponding to 
merchants associated with a historically high occurrence of fraud. 

33. ^p^^e computer of claim 21 , wherein approving the potential 

transaction further includes: 

increasing the credit limit by an amount equal to at least a value associated with 

the transaction. 

34. S^ra^O^computer of claim 21 . wherein the credit limit is known to 
the holder of the financial account. 

35. (WitidWwnT^ of claim 21 , wherein the credit limit is unknown 
to the holder of the financial account. 

36. {^r^Y^co^puter of claim 21 ' Wherein thG fin£mdal aCC ° Unt iS 8 
credit card account. 
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37. O^HtfrS^The computer of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further 
configured to: 

decline the potential transaction if the potential transaction plus the outstanding 
balance exceeds the credit limit by a predetermined amount. 

38. (^h^Wcomputer of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further 
configured to: 

adjust the merchant credit risk based on a time of day the transaction is 



requested. 

: claim 21, wherein the processor is further 



39. 



^^d\4^)The^ computer of clair 



configured to: 

adjust the merchant credit risk based on the medium in which the customer is 
making the transaction. 

40. fJ^Sa^^computer of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further 
configured to: 

adjust the merchant credit risk based on an account history of the customer 
making the transaction. 

41 . (XfSfe^) system for managing a financial transaction associated 
with a financial account, wherein the transaction would cause an outstanding balance of 
the financial account to exceed a credit limit, the system comprising: 

means for determining a merchant type for a merchant which is a party to the 

transaction; 
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means for determining a merchant credit risk associated with the determined 

merchant type; 

means for comparing the merchant credit risk to a threshold value defining an 

acceptable credit risk; and 

means for approving the transaction based on the comparison of the merchant 

credit risk with the threshold value. 

42. (\^^nrn^system of claim 41 , further comprising: 
means for determining whether to contact a party to the transaction to obtain 

information concerning the transaction for use in determining a credit risk associated 
with the transaction. 

43. ^rd^rOThe system of claim 42, wherein the means for determining 
whether to contact a party to the transaction further comprises: 

means for determining whether the potential transaction is an emergency 
transaction; and 

means for approving the potential transaction when the contacted party indicates 
that the transaction is an emergency transaction. 

44. (pthdTSwn) The system of claim 42, further compnsing: 
means for approving the potential transaction based on a determination that 

declining the potential transaction would cause inconvenience to a holder of the 

financial account. 



11 
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45. mfLt^i**™ of claim 42, wherein the means for determining 
whether to contact a party to the transaction further comprises: 

means for allowing a credit anaiyst to determine whether to approve the potential 
transaction when the credit analyst is available. 

46. (Amended) We-system-ef^^te^^ 

A ^ fnr racing a financjaj j^ associated with a jin^cialaccp^ 
,,,1,-rrin fhr tnr _, ,h r,^. a n o , i tstanriino balance of lh» flnrninhl account to 

c vr.PPri a credit li mit, the system comprising: 

— n„ f . r H^rminina a merchant typp for a merchant whichis^artytojie 

transaction; 

-on. ^mining a ™^nt credit risk donated with the determined 
merchant type; 

means for determining a type of product associated with the transaction; 
means for determining a credit risk associated with the transaction based on the 
determined type of product associated with the transaction wherein the means for 

determining a credit risk includes: 

m ^o w H^rmininn wheth^ *~ pmduct Is associated with at least on e 

nf a consumer emergency an d a cons umer necessity, and . 

rr~— w a .i^ a tinn a low cr ^Hit risk to the prod, int when the product is 
,-^rmined to be »«nr.M»»ri with a t i«»«t nn. of a consi .mer emergency and a 

consumer necessity ; 

m M nA for compari ng the merchant cred i t risk t o a threshold value defining an 
acce ptable credit risk: 
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means for comparing the product credit risk associated with the threshold value; 

and 

means for approving the transaction meim^^mi^im^mmrL 

rmr Mrr- -nr-^w^. and based the comparison of the determined product 

credit risk with the threshold value. 

47. (Canceled) The system of claim 46, wherein the means for determining 
the credit risk associated with the transaction further comprises: 

means for determining whether the product is associated with at least one of a 
consumer emergency and a consumer necessity; and 

means for allocating a low credit risk to the product when the product is 
determined to be associated with at least one of a consumer emergency and a 
consumer necessity. 

48. (^^Thfsystem of claim 41 , wherein the means for determining a 

merchant credit risk further comprises: 

means for determining a low merchant credit risk for merchant types 
responding to at least one of a restaurant, a grocery store, and a fuel dispenser. 

49. (V^ItwQiw^^ 
merchant credit risk further comprises: 

means for determining a low merchant credit risk for merchant types 
responding to merchants associated with a historically low occurrence of fraud. 



CO 



he system of claim 41 , wherein the means for determining a 



CO 
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50. 



fcn) The system of claim 41 , wherein the means for determ.ning a 

merchant credit risk further comprises: 

means for determining a low merchant credit risk for merchant types 
corresponding to merchants offering products deemed to be of an essentia, nature to a 
consumer. 



51 . (VV>dfawn) The\ystem of claim 41 , wherein the means for determin.ng a 



merchant credit risk further comprises: 

means for determining a high merchant credit risk for merchant types 
corresponding to at least one of mail order merchants, telephone order merchants, and 
Internet order merchants. 




52. (Withdrawn, riS system of claim 41 , wherein the means for determining a 

merchant credit risk further comprises: 

means for determining a high merchant credit risk for merchant types 
corresponding to merchants associated with a historically high occurrence of fraud. 

53. (Wrtr^n)The system of claim 41 , wherein the means for approving the 
potential transaction further comprises: 

means for increasing the credit limit by an amount equal to at least a value 

associated with the transaction. 

54. (yL^I^^^ of claim 41 , wherein the credit limit is known to 
the holder of the financial account. 
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S££tiS^Ln of claim 41 . wherein the credit limit is unknown to 



55. (Wjibdratwn) The system 
the holder of the financial account 



56. oS^tVern of claim 41 , wherein the financial account is a 



credit card account. 




57. (yyttTTdrawn) The system of claim 41 , further comprising: 
means for dedining the potentia. transaction if the potential transaction plus the 
outstanding balance exceeds the credit limit by a predetermined amount. 




58. JsSSf^Yhe system of claim 41 , further comprising: 
means for adjusting the merchant credit risk based on a time of day the 

transaction is requested. 

59. ^fflfSS^TI^ystem of claim 41 , further comprising: 

means for adjusting the merchant credit risk based on the medium in which the 
customer is making the transaction. 

60. (JJftnlJ^ 

means for adjusting the merchant credit risk based on an account history of the 
customer making the transaction. 

61 . (Amended) A method for managing a financial transaction associated with 
a financial-account, wherein the transaction would cause an outstanding balance of the 
financial account to exceed a credit limit, the method comprising: 

determining a type of product associated with the transaction; 
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determining a credit risk associated with the transaction based on the determined 
type of product associated with the transaction ^ rhnrHn rteterminino , the credit risk 
associated with the transar "™ further comprises: 

HM»rmininn whether th» product is associated with at least one of a 
^ncmftr ftmfiraency «nri a consumer necessity, and 

Q i,^ a f,n n * mw credit ^ *n the product when the product is determined . 
^ ha , eo ^ ia tpH with at least ™* nf a consumer emergency and a consumer , 
necessity ; 

comparing the product credit risk associated with the threshold value; and 
approving the transaction based the comparison of the determined product credit 
risk with the threshold value. 

62. (Canceled) 

63. (Amended) A computer for managing a financial transaction associated 
with a financial account, wherein the transaction would cause an outstanding balance of 
the financial account to exceed a credit limit, the computer comprising: 

a memory having programming instructions; and 
a processor, responsive to the programming instructions, configured to: 
determine a type of product associated with the transaction; 
determine a credit risk associated with the transaction based on the 
determined type of product associated with the transaction hy determininq whether the 
^■■^ ie ^nr.mtgrt with at le »«t nna of a consumer emergency and a consumer 
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Qei ^nd J ^^ 

compare the product credit risk associated with the threshold value; and 
approve the transaction based the comparison of the determined product 
credit risk with the threshold value. 

64. (Canceled) 



65. 



i. (Amended) An system for managing a financial transaction associated 
with a financial account, wherein the transaction would cause an outstanding balance of 
the financial account to exceed a credit limit, the system comprising: 

means for determining a type of product associated with the transaction; 
means for determining a credit risk associated with the transaction based on the 
determined type of product associated with the transaction wherein the means for , 
^inino the e n-™ new undated with the transaction further comprises: 

w ^tPrminina whe»H- nmrfnct ■« associated^tjMslgne. 
^ Q nnncmpr fim eraenr. v and a consumer necessity, and 

~— * fhr ...noting a lo- «~«* «<* t» the prod, ,r* when the productis. 
H^mpri to he agcnH^ with a t lea-t one of a consumer emerqencyjmdjL 
consumer n ecessity; 

means for comparing the product credit risk associated with the threshold value; 

and 

means for approving the transaction based the comparison of the determined 
product credit risk with the threshold value. 
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66. (Canceled) 



1ft 
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